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SALUSBURY-JONES, Merfyn Harman                                                     
 

2nd Lieutenant 
8th Battalion, Kings Own Yorkshire Light Infantry  
attached to 2nd Battalion 
Place of Birth: Sutton Valance, Kent 
Date of death: Sunday, 11th August 1918 
Killed in Action 
Theatre of War: France & Flanders  
Aged 22 years 
 

Merfyn Harman Salusbury-Jones was the third of five 
children of Thomas Salusbury Jones and Martha Tidy and 
was born at Sutton Valance, Kent in 1896. 

 
Thomas Salusbury-Jones came from St. Asaph, Flintshire, 
Wales, where his father, also Thomas, ran a small tailors 
and drapery business and later was also the Postmaster.  It 
was a family concern and Thomas junior became a post 
office & telephone clerk. 
 
This was clearly not the career that Thomas wanted for 
within a few years he was studying Theology at Hackney 
College in Hampstead.  Whilst there, he met Martha Tidy 
from nearby St Marylebone and in 1893 they were married. 
Martha’s father, a builder, was born at Borden in Kent, and it 
was at nearby Sutton Valance, the birthplace of her mother 

that Thomas first became a 
Congregational Minister. It was 
here whilst living in the Manse 
that their four sons were born, 
Ivor in 1894, Tudor in 1895, 
Merfyn in 1896 and Goronwy 
in 1899. 

 
In 1901 the family moved to 
Haverhill, when Thomas 
became the Minister of the 
Congregational Church.  They 
lived in the adjacent Manse 
and their 5th child and only 
daughter Olwen was born in 
1906. 
 
Thomas and Martha seated with Olwen centre, standing l – r are sons Merfyn, Ivor,  
Tudor and Gorowny c.1913 
 
It should come as no surprise to learn that as the son of the Minister, Merfyn 
attended the West End Church Sunday School. At the age of 8, he won a Haverhill & 
District Sunday School Union 2nd prize for a short essay he wrote about his hobby. 
“My hobby is Doves,” he wrote. Doves are nice birds to have for pets and they look 
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like little ducks until they are about five, six or seven days old. They are blind at first 
for a little more than a week.” After explaining in detail how the parents feed their 
young he continued “It is doves nature to peck their young ones, which seems to us 
that the young ones are being treated cruelly. Sometimes the males peck their wives 
until they go on their eggs. The male’s peck is more of a pull than a peck. Does it not 
seem wonderful how birds make their nests?” 
 
All four sons were educated at The Perse School in 
Cambridge. The school motto is ‘He who does things 
for others does them for himself’. He left school on 4th 
August 1916. During his time there Merfyn was a 
senior prefect, a sergeant in the OTC and had won his 
2nd X1 and 2nd XV colours.  
 
He volunteered for military service in November, 1915 
but was rejected on medical grounds. Later in 
December 1916 he joined No 2 OCB, Cambridge and 
trained there until the following April when he gained a 
commission in the Kings Own Yorkshire Light Infantry 
as his eldest brother Ivor had done. (Ivor had lost his 
life in action on the Somme the previous year). His 
military records tell us that he was 5ft 10 ins tall. 
 
Merfyn was posted to the 8th Battalion King's Own Yorkshire Light Infantry and sent 
to the Ypres Salient in June 1917. Whilst serving near Ypres on 30th September 
1917 he was wounded by a shell fragment which penetrated his left elbow. After 
being admitted to 14 General Hospital Wimereux the following day he was evacuated 
to England on almost three weeks later on 19th October for hospital treatment in King 
Edward VII. He was to recuperate there until January 1918. He returned to duty on 
10th February joining the 2nd Battalion as the 8th Battalion had gone to Italy. In April 
he was posted to France attached to the 2nd Battalion and was involved in action 
against the German offensives on the Western Front. On the 8th August they were in 
place for the start of the Battle of Amiens.  
 
On 11th August Merfyn was leading his platoon in a frontal attack near Lihons when 
he was hit in the stomach. He was carried to the dressing station but he died half an 
hour afterwards at 11am.  
 
His Colonel wrote: 
 

‘He was leading, setting an example of which we are all proud. All his 
brother officers and his men speak of his devotion to duty during the 
attack and the Regiment has suffered a loss which we all feel very 
keenly.’ 
 

In the South West Suffolk Echo of 24th August 1918 the following appeared: 
 

‘The Rev. and Mrs. T. S. Jones received news last week-end that their 
son,   2nd Lieut. Merfyn H Salusbury-Jones, K.O.Y.L.I. has been killed in 
action.  During a German counter-attack he was leading his Platoon 
into action when he fell.  His eldest brother, who belonged to the same 
regiment, was killed two years ago.’ 
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With no known grave Merfyn is commemorated at the Vis-en-Artois memorial 
(pictured) in the Pas de Calais, France.   
 

 
 
 

Merfyn is also remembered on memorials at the Perse 
School and the West End Congregational Church where 
an individual bronze tablet (pictured) was erected by the 
Haverhill & District Sunday School Union which reads: 
  
“To the memory of Merfyn Salusbury Jones, killed in 
action, France, August 11th 1918”. 
 
His personal effects were returned to his father. They 
included a wristwatch, a whistle and cord, spectacles in 
case, a cheque book, some stamps, a fountain pen, a 
wallet with letters and photos and 80 francs. (which were 
submitted to the Command Accountant).  

 
 
 
Merfyn was awarded 
the Victory and 
British Medals. 
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Merfyn’s three brothers were also to enlist. Ivor (standing second left in the family 
photo) was also an officer in the Kings Own Yorkshire Light Infantry. He was to lose 
his life on 21st September 1916.  
 

         
 
 Tudor                    Ivor                                Goronwy 

 

Their father was also in France in 1917 working as a chaplain for the YMCA.   
 

The Bury Free Press of Saturday 3rd March 1917 reported that Rev. T. S. Jones, 
minister of the West End Congregational Church had received his call and left the 
town the previous Friday. 

 
 

 


